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School Safety Conversation
Thoughtexchange Summary Report

499
Participants

427
Thoughts

15,289
Ratings

In September 2018, Brighton Central School District engaged their 
community in a conversation about school safety. Participants were 
invited to share thoughts, rate the thoughts of others and discover 
the results of the exchange. Read on to learn about the Hot Topics 
and Top Themes that emerged in this exchange.

 % How do you feel about the foot patrol partnership with the Brighton Police Department and 
what else should we consider as we work to ensure our high school is safe for all students 
and staff?

PARTICIPATION BY ROLE
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H OT TO P I C S
Hot Topics are thoughts considered interesting or highly engaging to groups of participants but may not 
be reflected in the top themes. They consist of Interesting thoughts and Common interest thoughts. 
Interesting thoughts are Hot Topics that were rated high by one group of participants and rated low by 
another group, indicating areas of disagreement. Common interest thoughts are hot topics that were rated 
high by both groups of participants, indicating areas of agreement.

INTERESTING THOUGHTS

It is a good thing. To protect the kids from possible tragedies. 4.6  1.1 

My first thought was, this would be wonderful to have police on foot around 

our schools. To give our kids the sense of feeling safe while they are at school and 

for the parents.

4.6  1.2 

I think it is an outstanding, positive decision to have police in the school. 

To deter any possible unsafe actions within the school. And, to be able to react if 

such a situation should arise.

4.7  1.1 

Excellent idea! The more the students get comfortable with the Brighton police, 

the more comfortable they will be with all police.
4.7  1.3 

Group A     Group B 

Group A Group B

89 (37%) 62 (26%)

TOPIC 1

Notable demographic breakdowns are as follows:

 ▪ 25% of participants in Group A are Staff compared to 5% of participants in Group B.
 ▪ 42% of participants in Group B are Students compared to 26% of participants in Group A.
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COMMON INTEREST THOUGHTS

Keep guns away from my kids, please. 5.0  4.2 

Will officers have any authority on school grounds? For example, would an 

officer be able to break up a fight or talk with students, or are they just here to 

observe? Can they get you in trouble?

4.5  4.6 

I really need a better understanding of exactly what the foot patrol does. I’d like 

to get some clarification or more details and specifics. Such as are the officers 

armed, are they inside the building or just at the security desk or outside? More 

info please.

4.0  4.1 

We should increase the availability of guidance counselors, social workers, 

psychologists, and psychiatrists. I believe very strongly that early intervention 

and mental health treatment or socioemotional support is CRITICAL to 

maintaining a safe environment.

3.5  4.6 

Group A     Group B 

My understanding is that the BPD was brought into TCMS and BHS at one 

parent's request. I think it's a bad idea and should cease immediately. Kids 

shouldn't feel that they are being "policed" at school. The foot patrols are 

unnecessary and negative for some students. BPD is needed elsewhere.

1.2  4.8 

No. Face it, they're patrolling our kids, not keeping them safe. 1.1  4.5 

Do not put uniformed, armed foot patrol officers (back) in the schools! That 

armed foot patrols were at BHS in the first place is hugely problematic. We were 

not consulted nor informed. We were told by our anxious teens.

1.2  4.8 

Policemen should not be in schools on a daily basis. It can be intimidating to 

have a policeman wandering the halls every day. Our security guards are enough.
1.3  4.8 

Group A     Group B 
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TO P T H E M E S
Thoughts are grouped together by topic to form themes. The themes with the highest average ratings are 
presented below in descending order of rating. 

RELATIONSHIP-BUILDING

Police are a critical part of our community. It makes sense to have them build 

bridges within our schools rather than keep them out.
3.6  45 

I don't see the harm in developing relationships with police officers. Personal 

relationships lead to trust. Officers getting to know ALL kids in our community 

should be seen as a positive.

3.6  43 

INCREASED SENSE OF SAFETY

I'm ok with it. Having police in the building can help it be safe. 3.6  45 

My daughter says she doesn't mind having them there and it makes her 

feel safer.
3.3  43 

I'm a student; I experienced them - there was almost no interaction by police. 

They were intimidating. I fear for other students of color because we are often 

targeted by police, in and outside of school. Read up on statistics please.

3.9  34 

Children of color or boys in hoodies should feel safe in school and should not 

have police touch their guns when they walk by. School is a safe place for 

everyone no matter what the color of their skin is or their style of dress.

3.8  44 

BIAS AND PROFILING
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UNNECESSARY/INEFFECTIVE

No to police in our schools. Yes to alternative programs for safety and awareness. 4.0  33 

A healthy respect for law enforcement can be achieved without armed officers 

walking the high school halls. I respect police officers and am a law-abiding 

individual and I did not have armed police officers walking the halls of my 

high school.

3.7  33 

I'm a student and it makes me really uncomfortable and unsure of my own 

safety. If I can't feel safe and comfortable, I am unable to effectively complete 

my work.

3.6  33 

As a parent, I'd like my child to be safe as possible without compromising the 

privacy and mental health of the students. Our kids are stressed; myself and my 

child both feel that walking through the hall with officers feels more like a police 

state and adds to the stress.

3.5  30 

IMPACT ON STUDENTS

You can dig into each exchange to discover additional topics 
that are important to your peers

https://my.thoughtexchange.com/#project/kxwjhyjrc

https://my.thoughtexchange.com/#project/kxwjhyjrc
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TO P T H O U G H T S
The following thoughts were selected to showcase the highest rated thoughts in the exchange, broken 
down by demographic.

I feel we here at Brighton HS are already very safe with cameras everywhere, security monitoring who comes 
in and who goes out, and alarms. Due to this presence, I believe police officers only add to unrest and take 
away from the already degraded high-school experience.

Prepare us with more than a lockdown drill. No one actually knows what to do if there was an active shooter, 
and a lockdown isn't going to keep us safe.

For traffic safety, putting a speed barrier on the way from South Winton Road is useful. Sometimes left lane 
cars can come too fast and that causes difficulty to turn for the cars who left kids on the gate. One of them hit 
me last year.

I really need a better understanding of exactly what the foot patrol does. I'd like to get some clarification or 
more details and specifics. Such as are the officers armed, are they inside the building or just at the security desk 
or outside? More info please.

I spoke to a student this week who said the presence of the officer made her feel stressed and uncomfortable. 
It distracted her from her primary concerns of school work. She is not a POC, or a student that should have legal 
concerns. Student input needed.

Implicit bias cannot be fixed by imposing a policy that is filled with bias, as demonstrated by ample evidence. 
If the police are required to be extensively trained about implicit bias and systemic racism, then perhaps we 
could move forward with healing.

How are the police supposed to develop relationships with the students if they aren't even allowed to 
interact with them? The statement about their purpose is contradictory and should be revised.

Better police-youth relations can be fostered in other ways, outside of school hours, or through special 
events. Youth of color regularly feel targeted by BPD. The officers need to know students of color as individuals, 
not see them as an anonymous group.

It is important to develop a healthy relationship with the BPD, but putting them into schools is not the way  
to go!

Studies have found students who attend schools where officers are on campus are more likely to be arrested. 
Those who have been arrested are more likely to drop out. Those who drop out are more likely to have  
run-ins with the law.

STUDENT
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TO P T H O U G H T S

Keep guns away from my kids, please.

For the sake of civil liberties, the school needs to be VERY careful with more policing.

Install street lights on BHS parking lot. After sundown, it is uncomfortably dark on the parking lot with kids-
athletes walking out of side door in different directions, cars waiting and going.

Teachers should not be armed. It would be too easy for a student to overpower me and take my weapon.

No to police in our schools. Yes to alternative programs for safety and awareness.

If the intent is for BPD officers to become more familiar with school facilities and security personnel, there 
are other ways to achieve this goal. Familiarization can be achieved without armed police officers walking the 
halls during hours when there are students present in the building.

We should increase the availability of guidance counselors, social workers, psychologists, and psychiatrists. 
I believe strongly that early intervention and mental health treatment or socioemotional support is CRITICAL to 
maintaining a safe environment.

Crossing guards keep us safe! Twelve Corners traffic is hectic, and the crossing guards help manage that. They 
need to be thanked.

I'm a student and it makes me really uncomfortable and unsure of my own safety. If I can't feel safe and 
comfortable, I am unable to effectively complete my work.

I'm a student; I experieced them - there was almost no interaction by police. They were intimidating. I fear 
for other students of color because we are often targeted by police, in and outside of school. Read up on 
statistics please.

PARENT/GUARDIAN
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TO P T H O U G H T S

The district should consider the particular needs of the most impacted groups of people when deciding on 
implementing a policy. The most impacted groups should be represented in the entire process.

Children of color or boys in hoodies should feel safe in school and should not have police touch their guns 
when they walk by. School is a safe place for everyone no matter what the color of their skin is or their style 
of dress.

As a mother and wife as well as a teacher, it is TERRIFYING TO ME that I have to stick my arm and part of my 
body out to lock my door. Isn't there are way we can lock from the inside or a contraption that can be bought?

Police are a critical part of our community. It makes sense to have them build bridges within our schools rather 
than keep them out.

The thought of arming teachers or staff makes me feel sick. Trained police are the only ones who should be 
armed. Safety of all. A sense of security for all. Just knowing that our community cares makes a big impact.

I don't see the harm in developing relationships with police officers. Personal relationships lead to trust. 
Officers getting to know ALL kids in our community should be seen as a positive.

Foster relationship building. Police, students and staff will foster closer relationship which could lead to 
preventing crime or illicit activity.

It's good that the police department is trying to protect us, but don't forget that it's important to have both a 
safe and welcoming environment.

If BPD is going to conduct foot patrols in the building, I would like them to receive specific, formal training. 
They need formal implicit bias training, as well as training in dealing with mental health issues and students with 
disabilities.

I love BPD officers being at school. I think their efforts to be proactive and to get to know students should be 
commended. We feel safer having them at school.

You can dig into each exchange to discover additional top thoughts 
that are important to your peers

my.thoughtexchange.com/discodash/#kxwjhyjrc/topthoughts

STAFF

https://my.thoughtexchange.com/discodash/#kxwjhyjrc/topthoughts

